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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chesterfield  Rural 

District  Council. 


Penmore  House,  Hasland, 
Chesterfield, 

May  17th,  1921. 


Gentlemen, — 

I have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  Twenty-Third 
Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  of  the  District. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  with  thanks 
the  assistance  received  during  the  year  from  the  Members 
and  Officers  of  the  Council. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


HERBERT  PECK. 
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REPORT. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 


The  population  at  the  census  of  1911  was  72,277 — 38,213 
males  and  34,064  females — there  being  an  excess  of  males 
over  females  in  all  parishes  but  Ashover,  Holmesfield  and 
Sutton-cum-Duckmanton.  The  estimate  of  the  Registrar- 
General  for  1920  is  74,148  persons,  which  number  has  been 
taken  for  the  purposes  of  this  report. 

The  area  and  population  of  the  District  were  diminished 
during  the  year  by  the  addition  to  the  Borough  of  Chesterfield 
of  the  parish  of  Tapton  with  an  acreage  of  699  and  a 
population  of  455  persons,  part  of  Brimington  with  60  acres 
and  10  persons,  and  part  of  Hasland  with  258  acres  and  315 
persons — total  1,017  acres  and  780  persons. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  now  67,969  acres,  or  more 
than  106  square  miles.  It  surrounds  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Clay  Cross  and  Dronfield ; also  the  Borough  of  Chesterfield 
except  upon  the  west.  The  northern  part  is  in  the  watershed 
of  the  Rother,  which  arises  in  Pilsley,  and  the  southern  partly 
in  that  of  the  Rother  and  partly  in  that  of  the  Amber,  which 
arises  in  Ashover. 
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Physical  Features. 

The  District  is  hilly,  the  altitudes  ranging  from  1,290 
feet  at  Flask  Edge,  Holmesfield,  to  117  feet  6 inches  at  the 
point  in  Beighton  where  the  Rother  leaves  the  District. 

The  geological  formation  is  clay  overlying  the  shales  and 
sandstones  of  the  coal  measures,  millstone  grit  and 
carboniferous  limestone  in  the  greater  part  of  the  District,  but 
millstone  grit  denuded  of  the  coal  measures  occurs  in  Ashover, 
Brackenfield  and  Wessington.  Past  volcanic  action  in 
Ashover  is  shown  by  the  toadstone  found  there.  The  surface 
soil  is  generally  shallow. 

The  District  is  served  by  three  railways  belonging  to  two 
companies ; another  between  Clay  Cross  and  Ashover  is 
contemplated.  Motor  omnibuses  belonging  to  the  Corporations 
of  Chesterfield  and  Sheffield  and  to  private  individuals  run 
between  the  towns  mentioned  and  places  within  a few  miles  of 
them. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  industry  is  coal  mining  which,  with  quarrying, 
gave  employment  to  55  per  cent,  of  the  occupied  males  of  ten 
years  and  upwards  at  the  census  of  1911.  Manufacture  of 
iron  and  the  allied  trades  employed  11  and  agriculture  more 
than  8 per  cent. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  have  been 
used  for  this  report : they  include  4 more  births  and  2 more 
deaths  than  those  returned  by  the  local  registrars. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  1,249  male  and  1,155  female  births  attributable  to 
the  District  are  equal  to  a Birth  Rate  of  32.47  per  1,000,  as 
compared  with  the  average  rate  of  25.8  in  the  previous  five 
years.  Other  comparisons  are  made  in  the  tables  following. 

Illegitimacy. 

The  rate  was  58.1  per  1,000  births.  In  the  six  preceding 
years,  beginning  with  1914,  it  was  39,  35,  50,  42,  51  and  55. 
The  rates  for  the  different  parishes  cannot  be  given  with 
accuracy,  for  the  returns  of  the  Registrar-General  contain  141 
illegitimate  births  as  compared  with  113  returned  by  the  local 
registrars  and  23  which  occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse. 
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Death  Rate. 

The  deaths,  461  male  and  435  female,  are  equal  to  a 
Death  Rate  of  12.08  per  1,000.  It  is  the  lowest  recorded  for 
the  District  with  the  exception  of  the  12.04  of  1912. 

The  rate  is  compared  with  other  rates  in  the  tables  which 
follow. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  rate  was  92.6  per  1,000  births,  as  compared  with  an 
average  of  99  in  the  previous  five  years,  and  113  in  1919.  It 
cannot  be  considered  satisfactory,  for  the  rate  of  the  rural 
districts  of  the  county  was  only  82.3,  and  that  of  the  urban 
districts  84.0. 

The  rate  was  90  among  legitimate  children  and  135 
among  illegitimate  children. 

The  rate  will  remain  high  until  the  abolition  of  the  privy- 
midden  system. 

Reference  should  be  made  to  the  tables  following. 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  assessable  value  of  the  District  on  Lady  Day,  1920, 
was  £360,916  ; the  amount  expended  on  out-door  relief  in  the 
year  ending  that  day  was  £11,398,  equal  to  36.89d.  per  head 
of  the  estimated  population.  The  corresponding  figures  of 
1917  were  £348,744,  £7,501  and  25.38d. ; 1918,  £344,840, 
£8,126  and  27.77d. ; 1919,  £364,374,  £8,479  and  29.73d. 

Hospital  Relief. 

Patients  from,  all  parts  of  the  District  resort  to  the 
Chesterfield  and  North  Derbyshire  Royal  Hospital.  The 
hospitals  of  Sheffield  are  used  by  those  of  the  northern  and 
those  of  Derby  and  Nottingham  by  those  of  the  southern 
parishes.  The  extent  of  the  relief  obtained  cannot  be 
ascertained,  for  records  of  the  domiciles  of  patients  are  not 
kept  at  all  institutions,  but  cannot  be  as  great  in  most  other 
districts,  for  only  11.1  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  occurred  in 
general  hospitals,  workhouses  and  other  public  institutions, 
as  compared  with  46.8  in  London  and  24.3  in  England  and 
Wales. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  in 
each  parish  supplied  by  public  service  or  in  a similar  manner  , 
also  the  numbers  with  water-closets  and  fixed  baths. 

The  great  majority  are  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the 
Council  and  the  Chesterfield  Corporation;  a few  by 
neighbouring  authorities  ; a few  from  reservoirs  constructed 
by  private  enterprise  before  the  provision  of  supplies  and  from 
source  met  with  in  tunnelling  operations.  The  Corpomtion  of 
Sheffield  supplies  15  houses  in  Beighton ; Arkwright  Town  m 
Sutton-cum-Duckmanton  is  supplied  from  spring  in  the 
neighbouring  tunnel ; the  Wingerworth  estate  reservoir 
supplies  31  in  that  parish;  the  Alfreton  Urban  District 
Council  supplies  4 houses  in  Brackenfield  and  3 in  Wessington. 

The  northern  parishes  are  supplied  froni  the  Barbrook 
reservoir,  where  the  water  from  the  moors  is  collected  and 
filtered  and  then  passed  on  to  Ramsley  reservoir  where  it  is 
stored ; some  of  the  high  points  are  supplied  direct  from 
Barbrook.  The  water  as  gathered  is  peaty,  usually  straw- 
coloured  but  sometimes  darker,  slightly  acid,  very  soft  and 
plumbo-solvent.  After  treatment  with  chalk  to  neutralise  the 
acidity  and  consequent  plumbo-solvency,  it  is  passed  through 
mechanical  and  afterwards  through  open  sand  filters,  from 
which  it  emerges  a water  of  the  first-class. 

The  capacities  and  catchment  areas  of  the  northern 
reservoirs  are  : Barbrook,  77,000,000  gallons  and  1,032  acres, 
Ramsley,  18,000,000  gallons  and  130  acres;  Crowhole, 
32,000,000  gallons  and  527  acres;  Lower  Barbrook,  700 
acres.  The  water  from  the  catchment  below  Barbrook 
reservoir  collected  in  the  Lower  Barbrook  reservoir  and 
formerly  supplied  for  consumption  through  Ramsley  reservoir, 
is  now  allowed  to  flow  down  the  brook.  The  water  from  the 
Ramsley  gathering  ground  is  piped  past  the  reservoir  to  the 
Crowhole  brook  by  way  of  which  it  reaches  the  reservoir. 
The  water  from  these  catchments  would  be  available  in  time 
of  scarcity.  The  yield  of  the  Crowhole  gathering  ground  is 
not  impounded  in  the  reservoir,  but  the  bulk  of  it  is  allowed  to 
flow  past  it  through  a by-pass ; some  is  used  for  trade 
purposes.  It  is  a very  good  water  with  little  plumbo-solvency. 
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The  Press  reservoirs  supply  most  of  the  southern  parishes; 
they  are  three  in  number  and  have  an  aggregate  capacity 
31,800,000  gallons,  and  a catchment  area  of  500  acres,  chiefly 
pasture  land.  The  water  is  of  fair  quality,  soft  and  not 
plumbo-solvent,  but  contains  a considerable  amount  of  organic 
matter,  chiefly  of  vegetable  nature,  which  would  be  removed 
by  sand  filters,  the  installation  of  which  was  asked  for  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

The  Bath-house  tank  of  15,000  gallons  capacity,  fed  by  a 
constant  spring  from  the  millstone  grit,  supplies  the  village  of 
Ashover.  The  water  is  excellent  and  has  little  plumbo- 
solvency,  but  is  limited  in  quantity.  The  hamlets  of  Alton 
and  Littlemoor  in  the  parish  of  Ashover  are  supplied  from  a 
tank  of  25,000  gallons  capacity,  which  receives  the  water  of 
the  Brownhills  spring.  The  Edlestow  spring,  Ashover,  is 
connected  with  the  southern  system  through  the  Stretton 
mains. 

The  Linacre  reservoirs,  in  the  parish  of  Brampton,  from 
which  Brimington,  Hasland  and  Tapton  derive  their  supply, 
are  the  property  of  the  Chesterfield  Corporation.  They  have 
an  aggregate  capacity  of  247,000,000  gallons,  or  about  240 
days  supply.  The  greater  part  of  the  water  is  upland  surface 
water  collected  on  a gathering  ground  of  1,386  acres,  but 
much  is  obtained  from  the  Whispering  Well  at  Holymoorside, 
artesian  wells  and  other  sources.  The  Chesterfield  Gas  and 
Water  Board  obtained  Parliamentary  powers  in  1911  to 
increase  their  supply  by  works  to  be  carried  out  on  the  course 
of  the  Barbrook,  below  the  Council’s  gathering  ground,  from 
which  water  could  be  taken  through  a tunnel  to  the  Linacre 
reservoirs.  Work  was  commenced  but  abandoned  owing  to 
the  war. 

Unfiltered  water  is  supplied  from  the  Council’s  gathering 
ground  to  the  Linacre  reservoir  under  the  Parliamentary 
powers  obtained  by  the  Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water  Board  in 
1911. 

The  greatest  need  of  the  District  is  the  provision  of 
further  reservoirs,  for  it  would  be  unsafe  to  undertake  the 
conversion  of  privies  to  water-closets  on  the  scale  on  which  it 
is  urgently  required  until  this  is  available. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  presented  a second  special 
report  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  supply  of  the  southern  part  of 
the  District,  which  was  printed  and  considered  by  the  Council. 
It  was  decided  to  take  action.  An  exhaustive  inquiry  as  to 
the  best  and  most  economical  source  is  now  proceeding. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Houses  in  the  CHESTERFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  supplied  with  water  by 
public  service  or  from  private  reservoirs  ; also  the  numbers  provided  with  water  closets  and  baths. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Rother,  which  is  the  principal  stream,  begins  in 
Pilsley  and  runs  in  a northerly  direction  to  Beighton,  where 
it  leaves  the  district.  It  is  polluted  by  its  tributary,  the 
Locko  brook,  through  which  it  receives  the  sewage  of  York- 
place  and  other  parts  of  North  Wingfield  ; chemical  refuse 
from  the  works  of  the  Clay  Cross  Co.  enters  at  Tupton  and 
sewage  from  Park-Hill  Cottages,  Hasland,  but  its  appearance 
is  fairly  good  when  it  enters  Chesterfield.  There  it  receives 
the  Calow  brook,  polluted  by  chemical  refuse  from  the 
Grassmoor  Colliery’s  works  and  coal- washings  from  the  Bond’s 
Main  Colliery,  and  ochre-water  (water  containing  limonite) 
from  Calow-Main.  More  of  the  last  comes  in  from  the 
disused  Boythorpe  Colliery,  and  through  the  Hipper.  It 
receives  chemical  refuse  from  several  works  in  the  Borough  of 
Chesterfield  ; also  the  sewage  of  Piccadilly  Cottages  and 
Tapton  Terrace,  lately  in  the  Rural  District  but  now  in  the 
Borough.  The  effluent  from  the  Chesterfield  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  the  effluent  and  crude  sewage  from  the  Whittington 
and  Newbold  works,  now  in  the  borough,  enter  lower  down. 

At  Staveley  it  is  joined  by  the  sewage  of  Barrow  Hill 
and  a small  stream  containing  limonite  from  the  disused 
Campbell  mine  ; it  receives  chemical  refuse  from  the  Staveley 
Co.’s  Devonshire  Ironworks  and  Sewage  from  the  Hartington 
Cottages,  and,  through  the  Doe  Lea,  that  from  Markham, 
Seymour,  Poolsbrook,  Woodthorpe,  Netherthorpe,  Low-gates, 
and  Mastin  Moor.  Other  pollution  of  the  Doe  Lea  occurs 
before  it  enters  the  district.  The  sewage  of  Barber’s  Row, 
in  the  Clown  Rural  District,  and  Renishaw  enters  at  Renishaw  ; 
and  that  of  Coal  Aston  and  Ridgeway,  purified  by  subsidence 
dilution  and  aeration,  at  Eckington.  Sewage,  similarity  purified, 
enters  through  the  Drone  from  Barlow,  the  Dronfield  Urban 
District,  Dronfield  Woodhouse  and  Unstone. 

The  sewage  of  about  half  the  village  of  Ashover  is  known 
to  enter  the  Amber  after  passing  through  caverns,  from  which 
it  emerges  as  the  “Old  Woman’s  Well”  in  a partly  purified 
condition.  The  sewage  of  the  rest  of  the  village  finds  its 
way  into  the  stream  by  a circuitous  subterranean  course. 
Minor  pollutions  occur  lower  down. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  following  description  of  the  disposal  works  and  other 
outfalls  has  been  furnished  by  Mr.  H.  Taylor,  A.M.I.C.E., 
the  Sanitary  Engineer  : 


Parish 

Outfall 

Method  of  Treat- 
ment. 

General  Condition 
of  Effluent. 

Barlow 

Mill  Farm 

Settling  tank  and 
filter  .. 

Unsatisfactory 

Beighton 

Beighton 

Storage  sewer  tank 
filter  .. 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Brimington  .. 

Tapton  Grove  . 
Wheeldon  Mill, 

Settling  tank  and 
filter  . . 

Satisfactory 

top  . . 

Wheeldon  Mill, 

do. 

Fairly  satisfactory 

bottom 

do. 

do. 

0^1  0 W ad  a a a a 

Calow  . . 

do. 

Satisfactory 

Cock  Alley 

do. 

do. 

Dronfield  Woodhouse 

Stubley.. 

Settling  tank  and 
land 

Unsatisfactory 

Ecktngton 

Eckington 

Settling  tank  and 

Satisfactory 

Halfway 

Mosbro’ 

do.  (filter 

do. 

do. 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Troway.. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

Hasland 

Grassmoor 

do. 

do. 

Winsic  . . 

do. 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Heath.. 

Williamthorpe 

do. 

Satisfactory 

Killatnarsh  . . 

Killamarsh 

Storage  well,  tank 

Meadows  . , 

and  filter 

do. 

Highmoor 

Settling  tank  and 

Unsatisfactory 

Green  Lane 

do.  (filter 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Morton 

Morton . . 

do. 

Satisfactory 

Isolation  Hosptl 

do. 

do. 

North  Wingfield 

Hilly  Fields  .. 

do. 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Pilsley 

Pilsley  . . 

do. 

Satisfactory 

Station  . . 

do. 

do. 

Shirland  and  Higham 

Stonebroom 

Settling  tank,  filter 

Unsatisfactory 

,,  Common 

do.  (and  land 

do. 

Higham  Cliff  .. 

Settling  tank  and 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Stretton-lane  . . 

do.  (land 

do. 

Staveley 

Netherthorpe  .. 

Settling  tank  and 

Unsatisfactory 

Mill-green 

do.  (filter 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Sutton  c.  D . . 

Arkwright  Town 
Bond's  Main  .. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

Temple  Normanton.. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

Tupton 

New  Tupton  . . 

do. 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Hepthorne-lane 

do. 

Satisfactory 

Unstone  .. 

Apperknowle  .. 

do. 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Wessington  .. 

Wessington 

do. 

Satisfactory 

Other  Outfalls. 


Ashover — The  Swallow,  Kelstedge,  Alton,  Spancar  ; Beighton — 
Hackenthorpe  ; Brimington — The  Lunn,  Ringwood,  Steel's  Field,  Allpits 
Wood  ; Calow — Dingle  Bank  ; Coal  Aston — Village  ; Dronfield 
WooDHOUSE — Village,  Stubley  ; Eckington — Back  Lane,  Ford  Lane, 
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Gleadless,  Renishaw,  Ridgeway;  Killamarsh — West  Thorpe;  Morton — 
Sycamore  Farm  ; North  Wingfirld — Locko  Brook,  Church  Row  ; 
PiLSLEV — Morton  Road  ; Shirland  and  Higham — Gas  Works,  North- 
6el<l ; Staveley — Marple  s Field,  Mastin  Moor,  West  Handley,  Seymour, 
Markham,  Hartington,  Barrow  Hill,  Poolsbrook,  Springwell  ; Tdpton — 
Davenport's  Field,  Wilkinson’s  Field  ; Unstone — Town-end,  Siscar.  The 
Green  ; total  39. 

The  effluent  from  these  is  unsatisfactory. 

Closet  Accommodation.  • 

The  number  of  houses  with  water  closets  was  2142  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  as  compared  with  1711  in  1914  and 
2054  at  the  end  of  1919.  This  is  equal  to  13.5  per  cent  of 
the  whole  as  compared  with  13.0,  at  which  rate  of  progress  it 
would  take  173  years  to  see  the  last  of  the  existing  privies. 

The  conversion  of  privies  to  water  closets  is  the  greatest 
sanitary  need  of  the  district. 

Scavenging. 

The  emptying  of  cesspools  is  not  undertaken. 

Scavenging  was  better  done  than  during  the  war.  It  is 
carried  out  in  various  ways  : (l) — By  direct  labour  under 

the  directions  of  the  Parish  Council  as  a Parochial  Committee 
in  the  greater  part  of  the  Eckington  Ward  and  the  Mosbro’ 
Ward  of  Eckington,  Hasland,  Killamarsh,  North  Wingfield, 
Pilsley,  Shirland  and  Higham,  Staveley,  Temple  Normanton 
and  Unstone.  (2)— By  contract  in  Ashover,  Barlow,  Beighton, 
Brimington,  Coal  Aston,  Dronfield  Woodhouse,  the  Marsh 
Lane  district  and  the  Renishaw  and  Ridgeway  Wards  of 
Eckington,  the  village  of  Heath,  Holmesfield,  Morton  and 
Tupton.  (3)— By  day-work  under  the  supervision  of  the 
sanitary  inspector  in  Holmewood  in  the  parish  of  Heath,  and 
Sutton -cum-Duckmanton.  (4) — By  owners  and  occupiers  in 
Brackenfield,  Calow,  Stretton,  Tapton,  Wessington,  Winger- 
worth  and  Woodthorpe. 

Movable  ashbins.  or  dry  ashpits,  were  substituted  for 
middens  in  63  cases. 

Although  scavenging  was  done  better  than  in  any  year 
since  the  first  year  of  the  war,  the  ultimate  result  was 
unsatisfactory.  Even  if  the  cost  of  destructors  puts  them  out 
of  the  question  at  present,  some  better  system  of  disposal  of 
refuse  than  tipping  should  be  found. 

The  cost  during  the  twelve  months  ended  March  31st 
was  £11,662  14s.  Hid.  as  compared  with  £10,994  Os.  lOd. 
in  the  previous  twelve  months. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District,  1920. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

The  number  of  detailed  inspections  made  was  1014,  but 
many  others  were  made  in  connection  with  nuisances.  A 
classified  statement  of  the  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  and 
the  parishes  in  which  they  were  found  is  given  herewith. 
There  were  served  367  statutory  and  2703  informal  notices, 
total  3070  ; of  these,  and  those  left  over  from  1919,  3048  were 
complied  with,  leaving  81  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATION  CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS 

OR  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  231  factories  and  workshops  on  the  registers, 
of  which  particulars  are  given  in  an  appended  report. 

There  is  a common  lodging-house  in  Eckington,  which  is 
satisfactorily  kept.  There  are  no  tenement  houses,  nor  any 
with  underground  bedrooms. 

The  offensive  trades  are  confined  to  three  of  knackers 
resident  in  Ashover,  Eckington  and  Shirland. 

Schools. 

The  Education  Authority  is  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council, 

The  majority  of  the  buildings  of  the  61  schools  are  of  a 
high  standard  to  which  the  others  are  being  raised. 

There  is  a large  public  School,  Mount  St,  Mary’s  Roman 
Catholic  College,  in  Eckington,  and  several  private  schools. 

FOOD. 

Milk. 

The  number  of  persons  registered  as  purveyors  of  milk 
is  489 ; their  premises  were  inspected  regularly. 

The  County  Analyst  reports  that  63  samples  were  collected 
in  the  district,  and  10  were  found  to  be  adulterated. 
Prosecutions  were  instituted  in  five  cases  with  the  result  that 
fines  amounting  to  £11  and  costs  amounting  to  £9  19s.  6d. 
were  imposed. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919.  — No  action  was 
taken  under  this. 
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Meat. 

The  condition  of  the  slaughter-houses  was  generally 
satisfactory  but  structural  alterations  are  needed  in  many 
cases. 

There  is  no  public  abattoir  and  therefore  meat  can  be 
inspected  only  in  the  slaughterhouse  or  when  exposed  for 
sale.  The  long  distances  to  be  covered  between  the  slaughter- 
houses make  the  work  difficult. 

Unwholesome  meat  to  the  amount  of  2220  lbs.  was  found 
and  surrendered,  and  51bs.  of  a diseased  liver  seized.  The 
exposure  for  sale  of  the  last  led  to  the  prosecution  of  a 


butcher  who  was  fined  £15. 

Slanghter-houses. 

In  1914 

In  January. 
1920 

In  December, 
1920 

Registered 

37 

30 

17 

Licensed 

34 

35 

36 

71 

65 

53 

The  licences  were  issued  from  the  Meat  Department  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Other  Foods. 

A large  amount  of  food  other  than  fresh  meat  was 
surrendered  of  which  particulars  are  given  in  the  reports  of 
the  inspectors. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  bake-houses  Avas  found 
good. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

These  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

The  samples  other  than  milk  collected  in  the  District 
were  167,  of  which  1 was  found  to  be  adulterated. 


PfiEVALANCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  each  disease  and  the  parishes  in 
which  they  occurred  are  given  in  Table  V. 
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. Diphtheria  was  more  prevalent  than  of  late  years,  there 
being  123  cases  against  84  and  55  in  1919  and  1918,  and 
the  quinquennial  average  104.  The  case  mortality  was  6.5  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  the  average  16.6  in  the  previous  five 
years.  The  reduction  is  probably  due  to  the  more  general  and 
earlier  administration  of  antidiphtheritic  serum  and  the  use  of 
larger  doses  than  was  formerly  the  case. 

Concentrated  antidiphtheritic  serum  is  kept  in  stock  by 
the  Inspectors  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  supplied 
free  of  charge  to  registered  medical  practitioners. 

There  were  135  cases  of  scarlet  fever  as  compared  with 
an  average  of  256  in  the  previous  five  years;  17  of  them 
occurred  at  Mount  St.  Mary’s  College,  Eckington. 

Enteric  Fever  cases  were  16  in  number,  as  compared 
with  the  quinquennial  average  7,  but  included  some  doubtful 
ones.  Five  of  the  Heath  patients  belonged  to  three  families 
who  obtained  their  milk  from  a common  source,  but  inquiry 
showed  this  to  be  only  a coincidence  and  not  the  cause.  At 
least  three  of  ttie  patients  contracted  the  disease  when  away 
from  home. 

There  was  notified  111  cases  of  pneumonia  but  many 
others  occurred  which  were  not,  this  being  shown  by  the  fact 
that  71  fatal  cases  were  reported  by  the  Registrars  of  deaths 
only. 

Only  122  of  the  453  cases  of  whooping  cough  were 
notified  by  Medical  Practitioners;  the  remainder  were 
discovered  by  inquiry  made  by  nurses  of  the  Derbyshire 
County  Nursing  Association,  who  did  much  good  work  in 
connection  with  this  disease  and  measles. 

Infection  contracted  abroad  was  the  cause  of  the  three 
malarial  fever  cases. 

Vaccination. 

No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  were  performed  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
(Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Chesterfield  Union 
in  1920  was  5032,  and  the  number  of  successful  vaccinations 
650,  or  12.9  per  cent.  The  percentages  for  the  previous 
thirteen  years,  beginning  with  1907,  were  58.9,  43.5,  49.8, 
40.5,  38.5,  36.2,  26.2,  26.4,  21.1,  20.5,  18.9,  16.8,  17.7. 
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Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

A large  number  of  cases  were  reported  by  school- 
teachers, and  followed  up  by  the  nurses  of  the  Derbyshire 
Nursing  Association.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  visitation 
rendered  possible  by  the  assistance  of  teachers,  prevented  much 
suffering,  some  possible  after  effects,  and  some  mortality.  The 
procedure  is  that  the  nurse  calls  or  telephones  daily  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  reports  of  fresh  cases  and 
takes  instructions  for  particular  cases  ; she  reports  daily  in 
writing — particularly  on  complicated  cases,  generally  on  all. 
Her  routine  is  to  visit  all  infected  houses,  to  give  instructions 
verbally  and  in  printed  form,  and  to  re-visit  as  often  as  may 
be  necessary.  When  there  is  a doctor  in  attendance,  she 
takes  her  instructions  from  him ; she  makes  inquiry  as  to 
other  cases  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Ten  cases  of  epidemic  catarrhal  jaundice  occurred  in 
November  and  December,  in  connection  with  Holmesfield 
School.  Seven  of  the  patients  were  between  five  and  ten 
years  of  age,  and  the  others  10,  11  and  15  years  respectively. 
Inquiry  showed  there  were  also  cases  in  the  Dronfield  Urban 
and  Norton  Rural  Districts. 

The  mortality  from  influenza  was  20  but  the  disease  was 
never  epidemic  and  required  no  special  action.  Ten  thousand 
handbills  were  prepared  but  not  used. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  death  rate  was  much  below  the  average  as  may  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  tables. 

Twenty-six  of  the  136  fresh  cases  of  the  year  died. 
Eleven  were  reported  after  death  only,  nine  by  the  registrars 
of  death,  and  two  by  medical  practitioners.  Two  died  2 days 
after  notification  and  another  three  days.  The  others 
survived  respectively  2 weeks,  3,  5,  6,  8,  10,  12  (2),  13,  16, 
39  and  43.  No  prosecution  for  delay  in  notification  was 
undertaken. 

The  administration  of  the  tuberculosis  and  venereal 
diseases  scheme  is  under  the  County  Council. 

MATCttMlTY  AND  CHILD  WELFAfiE. 

(l)  The  inspection  of  midwives  and  other  duties  under 
the  Midwives  Acts,  1902  and  1918,  are  performed  by  the 
County  Council,  which  is  the  supervising  authority  under 
those  Acts. 
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(2)  The  Health  Visitors  are  eleven  in  number ; their 
duties  are  to  manage  one  or  more  infant  welfare  centres  in 
nine  cases  ; to  visit  at  their  homes  the  infants  not  brought  to 
the  centres  : to  advise  expectant  mothers ; to  visit  tuberculous 
patients ; and  to  perform  duties  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  of  school  children.  They  also  treat  cases  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  under  the  direction  of  the  medical 
practitioner  in  attendance. 

Infants  brought  to  the  infant  welfare  centres  are  seldom 
those  of  the  poor  classes  who  would  benefit  most  by  doing  so. 
Self-respect,  showing  itself  in  the  form  of  false  shame  on 
account  of  the  inability  to  provide  good  clothing  for  their 
infants  and  themselves,  keeps  many  away.  Illegitimate 
children  are  more  frequently  sent  than  taken  by  their  mothers. 
These  are  reached  by  home-visiting,  which  is  the  most  useful 
part  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitor. 

Dried  milk  and  other  foods  are  supplied  at  cost  price. 

A welcome  was  opened  at  Brimington,  bringing  the 
number  to  eleven. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  done  at 
them : — 


Name  of  Health 
Visitor. 

No.  of  Infants 
on  Register. 

No.  of  times 
opened. 

Attendances. 

Average 
attendance 
of  children 

Mothers 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Infants 

Other  Young 
Children 

Beighton  

Miss  Williams 

211 

47 

600 

23 

1146 

525 

35.6 

Brimington 

„ Saul 

88 

35 

302 

7 

307 

75 

10.9 

Eckington 

„ White  . . . 

53 

48 

551 

— 

551 

114 

13.9 

Hasland  

„ Rose 

122 

48 

495 

3 

369 

170 

11.2 

Heath  

„ Hallows 

126 

48 

1220 

15 

1387 

140 

31.8 

Killamarsh ... 

„ Williams 

173 

46 

733 

26 

733 

495 

26.7 

North  Wingfield  ... 

„ Hallows 

108 

48 

844 

12 

729 

180 

18.9 

Shirland 

„ Ewins  ... 

74 

48 

662 

— 

317 

356 

14.0 

Stonebroom 

(Shirland  and 

Higham 

„ Ewins  ... 

104 

44 

589 

— 

211 

381 

13.5 

Staveley  

„ Howes  ... 

136 

48 

916 

— 

820 

226 

21.8 

Unstone 

„ Jeffreys ... 

101 

24 

292 

12 

219 

81 

12.5 

22 


The  births  notified  were  2,438  in  number,  2,366  of  live 
and  72  of  still  births  ; 1452  were  notified  by  midwives,  854  by 
medical  practitioners,  56  by  registrars,  76  by  health  visitors, 
0 by  parents.  The  health  visitors  visited  1,761  of  the  infants  ; 
49  died  before  visitation ; 91  died  under  4 weeks  of  age ; 3,529 
subsequent  visits  were  made. 

Two  of  the  infants  who  suffered  from  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  were  left  partly  blind;  1 was  still  under  treatment ; 
the  remainder  completely  recovered. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Staff. 

A list  of  the  Sanitary  Officers,  other  than  the  Health 
Visitors,  is  given  on  page  3. 

The  number  of  Inspectors  of  Nuisances* is  insufficient 
and  should  be  brought  up  to  at  least  four,  as  it  was  agreed  in 
1915  should  be  the  case.  It  is  impossible  for  the  present  staff 
to  carry  out  house  inspection  as  it  should  be  done. 

Until  the  alteration  of  the  boundaries  in  November,  Mr. 
Waterfall’s,  or  the  Southern  Sub- District,  had  an  acreage  of 
34,435  and  a population  at  the  last  census  of  28,094  ; Mr. 
Hutchinson’s,  or  the  Staveley  Sub- District,  21,092  acres  and 
22,072  population  ; Mr.  Northway’s,  or  the  Eckington  Sub- 
District,  13,459  acres  and  22,111  population.  The  population 
of  all  the  Sub- Districts  has  increased  during  the  last  ten 
years. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Sanitary  Engineer,  Resident 
Water  Engineer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  whole- 
time officers. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  District  is  served  by  five  hospitals,  four  of  which 
take  diphtheria,  enteric  fever  and  scarlet  fever  patients  and 
when  space  can  be  spared — which  is  seldom — measles, 
diarrhoea  and  encephalitis  lethargica  cases ; the  other  hospital 
is  intended  for  small-pcx  only  but  has  been  used  for  scarlet 
fever  in  time  of  epidemic.  They  are  the  property  of  the 
North  Derbyshire  Hospital  Committee,  which  consists  of 
representatives  of  the  Bolsover,  Clay  Cross  and  Dronfield 
Urban  District  Councils  and  the  Blackwell,  Chesterfield, 
Clowne  and  Norton  Rural  District  Councils. 
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The  accommodation  at  Dronfield,  Langwith,  Mast  in 
Moor  and  Morton  hospitals  is  sufficient  at  the  rate  of  2,000 
cubic  feet  per  patient  for  16  diphtheria  or  enteric  fever 
patients  and  64  scarlet  fever  patients,  total  80,  but  there  are 
115  beds.  The  number  of  beds  is  insufficient  and  should  be 
doubled,  for  the  population  of  the  hospital  district  was  156,868 
at  the  time  of  the  last  census  and  has  largely  increased  since 
then.  The  fact  that  only  a small  proportion  of  the  houses  in 
the  joint  district  can  provide  proper  accommodation  for  a 
person  suffering  from  an  infectious  disorder  makes  the  matter 
more  pressing  than  in  a residential  district. 

The  small-pox  hospital  has  space  for  about  30  patients, 
but  the  number  of  beds  is  50.  It  is  administered  by  a Joint 
Committee  composed  of  members  of  the  North  Derbyshire 
and  Chesterfield  Joint  Hospital  Committees. 

The  charge  to  constituent  authorities  is  2s.  per  diem. 

There  is  an  agreement  between  the  hospital  authorities 
under  which  either  may  make  use  of  the  hospitals  of  the 
other  provided  that  at  least  six  beds  are  left  for  the  patients  of 
the  district  to  which  the  hospital  belongs. 

Removals  to  Hospital. — To  Dronfield,  8 diphtheria 
patients,  3 enteric  fever,  20  scarlet  fever,  1 erysipelas,  total 
32 ; to  Langwith,  1 scarlet  fever ; to  Mastin  Moor,  26 
diphtheria,  1 enteric  fever,  24  scarlet  fever,  total  51  ; to 
Morton,  58  diphtheria,  9 enteric  fever,  42  scarlet  fever,  1 
erysipelas,  total  110;  to  Penmore,  1 diphtheria,  1 measles,  1 
appendicitis  (the  last  two  in  mistake  for  other  diseases),  total 
3 ; totals,  diphtheria  93,  enteric  fever  13,  scarlet  fever  87, 
erysipelas  2,  measles  1,  appendicitis  1 ; grand  total  197. 

Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District. 

These  are : — 

The  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1890» 
Part  III. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  so 
far  as  permitted. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

These  are  made  in  the  County  Council  laboratories  at 
Derby. 
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Five  samples  of  water  from  wells  and  streams  proposed 
as  supplies  for  new  houses  were  analysed  and  another  (the 
fourth)  from  a well  at  Gladwin’s  Mark,  Ashover.  A 
prosecution  followed  the  last  analysis,  when  the  well  from 
which  the  sample  was  taken  was  ordered  to  be  closed  after 
six  months. 

The  bacteriological  examinations  made  in  the  County 
Laboratory  were  : of  diphtheria  100,  26  gave  positive  results ; 
tuberculosis  166,  40  positive  ; enteric  fever  12,  4 positive. 
One  examination  of  wine,  2 of  faeces  for  typhoid  bacilli  and  3 
for  dysentery  (l  positive)  were  also  made. 


HOUSING  REPORT  FOR  1920. 

I.  General  Housing  Conditions. 

The  census  of  1911  showed  15,101  families  or  separate 
occupiers,  14,918  houses,  612  unoccupied  houses,  and  71  in 
course  of  erection — total  15,601.  According  to  a survey 
made  by  the  Assistant  Overseers  and  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Engineer,  there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  15,841 
permanent  buildings,  which  with  11  temporary  buildings 
erected  during  the  year,  gives  the  number  of  houses  occupied 
at  the  end  of  the  year  as  15,852.  There  was  also  45 
permanent  and  3 temporary  dwellings  in  the  course  of 
erection. 

The  shortage  of  houses  was  estimated  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  at  1649  at  the  end  of  1919. 

II.  Overcrowding. 

(1)  Extent. — Overcrowding  is  general.  The  percentage 
of  overcrowded  houses  in  the  District  at  the  census  of  1911 
was  3.45  pej  cent. ; the  percentage  of  the  population  living  in 
them  was  6.5  per  cent. 

(2)  Causes. — The  return  from  abroad  of  many  soldiers ; 
the  influx  of  workers  to  a busy  district ; the  shortage  of 
houses  due  to  the  partial  cessation  of  the  building  for  some 
years  previous  to  the  war,  and  the  almost  complete  cessation 
during  it. 
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(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated. — The  Council  has 
commenced  several  houses  and  proposes  to  build  more. 

(4)  Overcrowding  Cases. — Two  in  Barlow  and  another  in 
Staveley,  were  the  subjects  of  notices,  which  were  complied 
with. 

The  condition  being  almost  general  and  the  houses 
required  being  as  yet  non-existent,  it  was  regarded  as  worse 
than  useless  to  serve  notices  \Vhich  could  not  be  obeyed. 

At  the  census  of  1911,  more  than  70  per  cent,  of  the 
houses  occupied  by  private  persons  had  4 or  5 rooms. 

The  complete  figures  are  : 


No.  of  rooms 

No.  of 

No.  over- 

in  tenement 

tenements 

Population 

crowded 

1 

23 

34 

2 

2 

481 

1354 

60 

3 

992 

4134 

142 

4 

5303 

...  23806 

212 

5 

5262 

...  26823 

92 

6 

1859 

9388 

7 

7 

466 

2450 

,,,  

8 

280 

1468 

• ••  

9 

128 

788 

. . . 

10  and  upwards 

251 

1584 

— 

15065 

71829 

515 

The  criterion  as  to  whether  or  not  overcrowding  exists  is 
whether  the  house  has  or  has  not  more  than  two  persons  per 
room.  It  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  it  were  per  bedroom. 

III.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

(l)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  housing  is  good. 

(b)  The  principal  defects  found  were  dampness,  defective 
drains,  privies  and  yard  pavements ; the  number  of  them  and 
other  defects,  and  the  parishes  in  which  they  were  found  are 
set  out  in  the  tabular  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances 
(page  16). 

(c)  Defects  were  due  to  the  lack  and  proper  management 
and  supervision  by  owners  as  well  as  to  lack  of  care  on  the 
part  of  occupiers. 


26 


(2)  Action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(3)  The  greater  difficulties  have  been  the  scarcity  of 
labour  and  the  scarcity  of  money.  Allegations  of  these  are 
frequently  exaggerated  or  untrue.  . Mors  work  could  be  done 
if  the  Council  would  take  legal  proceedings  against  owners 
and  others  who  delay  unduly  in  carrying  out  the  work 
ordered.  Some  cases  remain  on  the  books  as  many  years  as 
they  should  months. 

(4)  The  supply  of  water  is  insufficient  for  the  conversion 
of  privies  to  water  closets  on  a large  scale. 

Scavenging  was  done  better  than  in  1919. 

Both  these  matters  are  dealt  with  in  the  earlier  pages. 

IV.  Unhealthy  Areas. 

Part  I.  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1890  does  not  apply  to 
rural  districts.  No  action  was  taken  under  Part  II. 

V.  Bye-laws. 

The  Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings, 
and  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  &c.,  are  sufficient. 

VI.  General  and  Miscellaneous. 

No  action  bearing  on  the  Public  Health,  not  covered  by 
the  above  particulars,  was  taken  by  the  Council. 

APPENDICES.  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

1.  General. 

Statistics  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 


Estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  74,148 

General  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  12.08 

Death  rate  from  tuberculosis  ...  ...  0.63 

Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  ....  92.6 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  ...  15,852 


N umber  of  working  class  dwelling-houses  (about)  12,939 
Number  of  working  class  houses  erected, 
including  15  under  Section  25  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act, 

1919  ...  ...  ... 
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2.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

I.  Inspection. — (1),  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts, 
1,014. 

(2) .  Number  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  0. 

(3) .  Number  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  3. 

(4) .-  Number,  exclusive  of  last,  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ; see  Inspector’s 
Report,  pages  16  and  17. 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices. — A large  number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  were 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Council’s 
officers  but  no  separate  record  of  them  was  made. 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. — a.  No  proceedings 
were  taken  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning. 
&c.,  Act,  1919. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts.--(l).  Number 
of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served, 
922. 

(2).  Number  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  (a) 
owners  919  ; (b)  by  Local  Authority  0. 

c.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  &c , Act,  1909  . — One  dwelling-house  was 
closed. 

3.  Unhealthy  Areas. 

No  area  was  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  under 
the  Housing  Act  of  1890. 

The  number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building 
bye-laws,  erected  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Authority 
under  Section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act, 
1919,-15. 

Staff  engaged  in  Housing  Work  and  their  Duties. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor,  general  supervision  of  21 
schemes,  sites,  roads,  sewers,  etc.  ; Architect,  consultation  • 
Engineer’s  Assistant ; Clerk,  shorthand  and  typewriting ; 
Costing  Surveyor ; Clerks  of  Works  (2)  for  schemes  in 
progress ; total  7. 


Table  I. — Birth-rate,  Death-rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1920. 
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Table  IV. — Showing  the  Causes  of  the  deaths  in  1920, 
belonging  to  the  Chesterfield  Rural  District,  arranged  in 
age  periods. 


At  all  ages 

j Under  1 Year 

Between  1 
and  2 years 

Between  2 
and  G years 

Between  5 
and  IG  years 

Between  IG 

an  d 2G  years 

Between  25 

and  45  years 

Between  45 

and  65  years 

Upwards  of 

65  years 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Measles  

36 

7 

17 

7 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

7 

4 

3 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

8 

... 

1 

1 

6 

Influenza  ... 

20 

... 

1 

... 

2 

3 

8 

4 

2 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 

35 

1 

• • 

1 

3 

10 

13 

6 

1 

Tuberculous  meningitis... 

3 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

Other  Tuberculous  disease 

9 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

... 

1 

. . . 

Cancer  Malignant  disease 

54 

... 

... 

... 

1 

6 
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Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Meningitis 

5 

1 

... 

2 

1 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

Heart  diseases  

83 

. • • 

... 

1 

5 

2 

10 

24 

41 

Bronchitis 

97 

22 

2 

5 

... 

... 

6 

17 

45 

Pneumonia 

92 

24 

14 

12 

10 

6 

7 

13 

6 

Other  Respiratory  dis.  ... 

15 

2 

... 

2 

... 

... 

6 

5 

Diarrhoea  (under  2) 

26 

24 

2 

... 

. . . 

. « 

• . . 

. . . 

Appendicitis 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

... 

... 

... 

..  • 

1 

1 

Nephritis 
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1 

1 

2 

4 

12 

11 

Puerperal  F ever ... 

2 

. . . 

... 

... 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

Parturition  

9 

... 

. . . 

1 

7 

1 

c . . 

Congenitial  Debility,  &c. 

80 

80 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . ■ 

Violence 

36 

2 

1 

3 

8 

5 

8 

7 

2 

Suicide  

9 

• . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

215 

46 

5 

12 

7 

6 

10 

35 

94 

Causes,  ill-defined  or 
unknown  

5 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

... 

Totals  

894 

221 

48 

50 

57 

39 

87 

165 

227 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Poliomyelitis  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 able  V.  Infant  Mortality  in  the  Chesterfield  Rural  District  during  19Q0. 
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Table  \'I. — Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Chesterfield 
Rural  District,  notified  during  1920. 
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Table  VII.  Vital  Statistics  for  1920  and  other  information  respecting  the  Civil  Parishes 

comprised  in  the  Chesterfield  Rural  District. 
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Table  VIII. — Vital  Statistics  of  the  Civil  Parishes  comprised  in  the  Chesterfield  Rural  District, 

for  the  ten  years  ended  1919. 
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AJ^NUAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


No.  I District. 

North  Wingfield,  Chesterfield, 

April,  1921. 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chesterfield 
Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  of  work  done  m the  Southern  District  during  the  year 
1920. 

The  District  comprises  the  Parishes  of  Ashover, 
Brackenfield,  Calbw,  Hasland,  Heath,  Morton,  North 
Wingfield,  Pilslsy,  Shirland  and  Higham,  Stretton,  Sutton- 
cum-Duckmanton,  Tupton,  Temple  Normanton,  Wessington, 
Wingerworth  and  Woodthorpe,  and  has  a total  area  of  34,435 
acres  and  a population  of  28,910. 

Disinfection  of  Houses. 

Dwelling-houses  have  been  disinfected  in  the  various 
Parishes  as  follows  : — 


PARISH. 
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Ashover 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Brackenfield... 

1 

1 

Calow 

1 

1 

2 

Hasland 

1 

11 

1 

1 

14 

Heath 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Morton 

5 

8 

North  Wingfield 

15 

1 

9 

4 

... 

29 

Pilsley 

4 

2 

5 

1 

12 

Shirland  and  Higham 

6 

7 

1 

14 

Stretton 

11 

11 

Sutton-cum-Duckmanton 

4 

1 

5 

Tupton 

1 

... 

1 

Temple  Normanton  ... 

1 

1 

Wessington  ... 

1 

1 

Wingerworth 

1 

1 : 

‘2 

Woodthorpe 

1 

...  i 

... 

...  ! 

... 

... 

1 

37 
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1 ' 

1 

11  ^ 

i 

... 

1 

109 
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Cowsheds. 

There  are  229  persons  registered  as  Cow-keepers  and 
Purveyors  of  Milk  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Orders,  all  of  whose  premises  have  been  inspected  during  the 
year. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  give  verbal  notice  in  several 
instances  to  cleanse  and  limewash  the  premises. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  93  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  register, 
all  of  which  have  been  inspected  and  usually  found  clean. 

Notice  to  cleanse  and  limewash  has  been  given  in  twelve 
cases. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  serve  notices  regarding  insanitary 
conviences  at  three  workshops. 

These  have  been  remedied  by  the  provision  of  four  water 
closets  and  the  reconstruction  of  one  closet  apartment. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  22  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District  as  follows  : 
Ashover  2,  Calow  3,  Haslard  3,  Heath  1,  North  Wingfield  5, 
Pilsley  3,  Shirland  and  Higham  3,  Wessington  1, 
Wingerworth  1. 

One  in  Shirland  and  Higham  is  licensed  for  slaughtering 
animals  not  for  sale  for  human  food. 

All  have  been  inspected  regularly. 

Food  Inspection 

A considerable  portion  of  my  time  has  been  devoted  to 
this  very  important  and  exacting  work,  especially  with  regard 
to  butcher’s  meat. 

All  diseased  or  unsound  food  found  in  the  course  of  my 
inspection  has  been  surrendered,  and  in  one  case  only  has  it 
been  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

This  case  came  before  the  Magistrates  on  October  2nd, 
at  Chesterfield,  and  defendant  was  fined  the  sum  of 
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The  quantities  of  food  condemned  and  disposed  of  in  such 
manner  as  to  prevent  their  being  used  for  human  consumption 
is  as  follows  ; 


One  carcase  of  Beef 

672  lbs. 

Six  carcasses  of  frozen  Mutton 
Organs,  i.e..  Livers,  Lungs,  Fats, 

262 

>1 

Tripes,  etc. 

723 

)> 

Tinned  Goods 

294 

99 

Fish 

42 

99 

Cheese 

32 

99 

2025 

99 

Together  with  18  couples  of  rabbits. 

House  Scavenging. 

The  following  table  will  show  in  which  parishes  the  work 
is  undertaken  by  the  Council,  together  with  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  Contractors,  the  number  of  houses  in  each 
district  and  the  price  paid  for  each  house  per  annum  : — 


PARISH. 

Name  and  Addreas  of 
Contractor. 

' Price  paid 
per  bonne 

No.  of 
Honaea 

Ashover,  No.  1 District  ... 

Jos.  Nightingale,  Bassett  Barn, 

Old  Tupton 

11- 

122 

9 

>)  i>  ■"  »*  ••• 

Wm.  Taylor,  Ashover 

ti/llj 

300 

Q 

fi  )>  if  ••• 

S.  Reed  Hopkinson,  Mill  Town 

51- 

105 

Hasland 

Parish  Council 

Heath  ... 

Day  Work  ... 

Holmewood 

J.  Andrews,  Highfields 

£1 

298 

Morton 

Wm.  Shakespeare,  Morton 

18/G 

256 

North  Wingfield 

Parish  Council 

Pilsley... 

19  >>  •••  ••• 

Shirland  and  Higham 

n >«  •••  ••• 

Sutton-cum-Duckmanton 

Day  Work 

Temple  Normanton 

Parish  Council 

Tupton 

H.  Turner,  Tupton 

£1 

439 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  WATERFALL, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


April,  1921. 
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No.  2 District, 


Staveley. 

April,  1921. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chesterfield 
Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Report  of  work  done  in 
the  Staveley  district  during  the  year  1920. 

The  district  comprises  the  parishes  of  Barlow, 
Brimington,  Dronfield  Woodhouse,  Holmesfield,  Staveley, 
Tapton  and  Unstone.  The  parish  of  Tapton  was  included  in 
the  Borough  of  Chesterfield  from  November  last. 

Disinfection. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  houses 
disinfected  in  the  various  parishes : — 


Pariah 

Scarlet 

Fevar 

Dipththeria 

Enteric 

Fever 

Consump- 

tion 

Total 

Baxlow 

2 

1 

3 

Brimington 

9 

... 

... 

5 

14 

Dronfield  Woodhouse 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

Staveley 

18 

15 

2 

8 

43 

Unstone 

2 

... 

... 

1 

3 

Total  ... 

29 

18 

2 

16 

65 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  12  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  as  follows ; 
Barlow  1,  Brimington  3,  Staveley  7,  and  Unstone  1.  All 
have  been  visited  at  various  times  and  they  were  usually 
found  satisfactory. 

Cowsheds. 

There  are  141  cowsheds  on  the  register,  most  of  which 
have  been  visiced  during  the  year.  They  were  usually  found 
clean  and  well  kept. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  67  factories  and  workshops  on  the  register  and 
have  been  visited  at  intervals,  and  were  usually  found  clean. 

House  Scavenging. 

The  following  table  will  show  in  which  parishes  the 
removal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Council, 
together  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  Contractors,  and 
price  paid  per  annum  ; — 


Parifh 

Name  and  Address  of  Contractor 

Price  paid  per  year 

Barlow 

A.  Berresford,  Bradley  Lane 
Farm,  Barlow,  Nr.  Chester- 

field 

10/-  per  house 

Brimington  (South) 

J.  W.  Sharman,  Hill  Farm, 

9/-  per  house 

Brimington 

Brimington  (North) 

C.  Waring,  Victoria  Farm,  New 

9/-  per  house 

Brimington 

Dronfield  Woodhouse 

A.  H.  Lee,  Kitchen  Wood  Farm, 

Dronfield  Woodhouse,  Nr. 
Sheffield  ... 

£100  per  annum 

Holmesfield 

A.  Key,  Green  Farm,  Holmes- 

field.  Nr.  Sheffield  • 

£28  per  annum 

Staveley 

Work  carried  out  by  the  Parish 
Council  ... 

Unstone 

Work  carried  out  by  the  Parish 
Council  ... 

The  work  has  been  done  more  satisfactorily  than  during 
the  past  few  years. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  HUTCHINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector, 
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No.  3 District. 

Halfway,  Sheffield, 

April  12th,  1921. 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chesterfield 
Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen. 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  of  work  done  in 
the  Eckington  District  during  the  year  1920. 

The  District  comprises  the  parishes  of  Beighton,  Coal 
Aston,  Eckington  and  Killamarsh,  having  a total  area  of 
15,758  acres  and  a population  of  22,111. 

Disinfection  of  Houses. 


• Dwelling-houses  have  been  disinfected  in  the  various 
parishes  as  follows  : — 


PARISH. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Enteric 

Fever 

1 Diphtheria 

Phthisis 

Palmonalis 

a 

"S 

*S 

e* 

Scabies 

Total 

Beighton 





3 

1 

4 

Coal  Aston 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Killamarsh 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Eckington 

12 

1 

— 

3 

4 

10 

30 

12 

1 

3 

6 

4 

10 

36 

Cowsheds. 

There  are  119  persons  registered  as  cow-keepers  and 
purveyors  of  milk  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Order,  all  of  whose  premises  have  been  visited  during  the 
year. 

Four  notices  have  been  served  to  cleanse  and  lime- wash. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  103  factories  and  workshops  on  the  register. 
Notices  to  lime-wash  have  been  given  in  nine  cases,  the 
remainder  was  found  clean. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  only  one  in  the  district,  situate  at  102,  High  Street, 
Eckington,  contains  eight  bed  and  two  day  rooms,  and  is 
registered  for  26  adults  and  one  child. 

It  has  been  inspected  regularly  and  always  found  in  a 
cleanly  condition. 

No  infringement  of  the  Bye-laws  have  been  found,  nor 
has  any  case  of  infectious  disease  been  reported. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  19  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  as  follows  : — 
Beighton  4 ; Eckington  11,  and  Killamarsh  4.  All  have 
been  inspected  regularly  and  were  usually  found  clean. 

There  is  one  knackers  yard  in  the  district.  It  has  been 
inspected  regularly. 


Food  Inspection. 


The  following  is  particulars  of  various  foodstuffs 
condemned : — 


3 carcasses  of  frozen  Mutton 
1 carcase  Pig 

6 beasts’  livers,  8 sets  lights 
1 box  of  Dates,... 

Canned  Goods  (i.e.  Corned  Beef, 
Salmon,  Fruits,  Jams,  etc.) 


68  lbs. 
280  lbs. 
220  lbs. 
60  lbs. 

257  lbs. 


Total  885  lbs. 


All  the  above  have  been  surrendered  and  in  no  case  has 
it  been  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 
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House  Scavenging. 

The  following  table  will  show  in  which  parishes  the  work 
is  done  by  the  Council,  together  with  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  Contractors,  the  number  of  houses  and  the  price  paid 
for  each  house  per  annum. 


Parish  or  Ward 

Name  and  Address  of  Contractor 

Price  paid 
each  house 
per  annum 

No.  of 
Houses 

Beighton 

E.  Farrar,  West  St..  Beighton 

1208 

Coal  Aston 

W.  H.  Powell,  Coal  Aston 

j£90  per  ann. 

157 

Eckington  Ward 

Parish  Council 

1150 

Marsh  Lane  Ward 

H.  Smith,  Marsh  Lane 

7/- 

233 

Ridgeway  Ward 

J.  Nicholson,  Ridgway 

7/- 

294 

Renishaw  Ward 

W.  Passey,  Renishaw 

12/6 

264 

Spinkhill  District 

»J  ff  ••• 

12/6 

54 

Mosbro’  Ward  ... 

Parish  Council 

8/6 

825 

Killamarsh 

Parish  Council 

1000 

April,  1921. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  NORTH  WAY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work- 
places. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  (including  Workshop 

48 

2 

Laundries) 

244 

13 

292 

15 
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Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces. 


PartiouIurB 

Number  of  DefecU 

Found  Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 

26 

26 

Other  nuisances 

6 

i ^ 

Sanitary  ( insufficient 

4 

accom-  1 unsuitable  or  defective 

5 

5 

modation  ( not  separate  for  sexes 

«’•  • 

4 

: 4 

1 

45 

' 45 

Outworkers'  Lists. 


Household  Linen 

Registered  Workshops. 

Bakehouses 

Blacksmiths 

Boot  Repairs,  &c.  ... 

Dressmaking 

Furniture  ... 

Sickle  works 
Stay-busk  ... 
Wheelwright  and  Joiner 
Other  Trades 


2 


30 

32 
29 

33 
1 
3 
1 

35 

67 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  231 


Other  Matters. 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts  (s.  5,  1901),  19. 


